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     Coleford Town Council

       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                        Tuesday 25th August 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber
Minutes

Present: Cllrs M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, M Beard, R Drury, S Cox, J Templeton

1. There were no apologies received
2. There were no declarations of interest on items on the agenda 
3. There were no new dispensation requests
Cllr M Cox reminded members that, in relation to applications along Coalway Road, she could speak but would not vote. Cllr S Cox noted that the same restriction applied to him.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 28 July 2026
The minutes were proposed as a true and accurate account by Cllr C Elsmore, seconded by Cllr S Cox and the Chair signed a copy of the minutes. 
5. To raise matters from the minutes of 28 July 2026 (see also item 8 below)
Page 1: 5 a. Bus stop at Lambsquay: Jonathan Roberts, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Transport Infrastructure Officer has informed the Council that the bus stop works are planned for the 22nd - 24th of September. For P Nash and J Wintle to be made aware. 
Page 2: 8 c. Bank Street: The dropped kerbs list has been sent to GCC Highways N Choat.
Page 4: 13. Active Travel: All items required for the planning application have now been submitted. 
6. There were no members of public present

HIGHWAYS

7. To note any correspondence received and make recommendations where necessary
Local Plans Team questionnaire: An email was received from the Local Plans Team at FoDDC requesting an update to the Town/Village Facilities and Services questionnaire (last completed in November), to feed into the Settlement Hierarchy evidence base for the Local Plan. It was agreed that Cllr M Beard and Cllr C Elsmore would assist the office in reviewing and updating the questionnaire, to be returned by the 9th of September.

Parkend Walk, Coalway: It was reported that a neighbour of Parkend Walk had raised concerns regarding the parking area by the wood, where loose stones are becoming embedded in the new tarmac; it was noted that this is likely to worsen and damage the recent resurfacing works. N Choat is to be informed, and the resident's contact number was obtained. 

AI-generated complaints: It was noted that some parishes are experiencing an increase in significant complaints written using AI, which are taking considerable time to address; members were asked to be mindful of this, although CTC has not yet experienced this itself.

8. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
a) Poolway development timescale: No update. Bridget Westcott, Associate Town Planner advised that they are waiting on the utilities companies.
b) Poolway gas governor: The Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) makes no reference to the gas governor, though it should. 
c) 20mph letter from Highways: No letter has yet been received; to be chased.
d) Coalway School access and safety: Was discussed by members.
e) Coalway Road access point and temporary lights: It was noted that access is on land that was agreed to put machinery on. 
f) Gloucester Road lights and reset: To be investigated; N Choat to check.
g) Town Centre starting date for works: A start date is expected; members noted further clarity would be welcomed.
h) Town Centre dropped kerbs list: Sent to N Choat. 

 PLANNING

9. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Due Date

	P0916/26/FUL
	Barn House The Purples Coalway Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 7JL
	Rear single-storey extension
	03/09

	No objection, subject to the following points being checked against the application: on the Biodiversity self-assessment form, questions 2.3.2 (within 250m of a pond and within a Red/Amber Impact Risk Zone) and 2.3.4 (within an area of habitat connectivity to a nearby pond, e.g. hedgerows, grassland, scrub, woodland, tree lines, old dry-stone walls). These have bee answered as no.



10. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary
Decisions - Consent:
Ref. No: P0679/26/FUL
Woodview 4 Wetheral Close Milkwall Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 8RZ
Erection of a garage with associated works.
Received: Wed 10 Jun 2026 · Validated: Tue 23 Jun 2026

Ref. No: P0634/26/DISCON
Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford Gloucestershire
Discharge of Condition 09 (LEMP) relating to P0372/24/FUL
Received: Fri 29 May 2026 · Validated: Tue 02 Jun 2026
Noted; the report to be kept on file.

Decisions noted by members. 

11. To note new NPPF published: all to be aware and discuss training needs for changes
Members discussed whether any training would be undertaken in response to the changes. 
All members to review the new NPPF changes. To be added to the end of September agenda. 
Noted. 

12. To send comments to GCC re integrated transport plan review. See attached draft.
The draft response had been circulated to members. 
It was agreed that a reference to the masterplan suggested by the Conservation Hub be added; a section to this effect was added and accepted during the meeting, linked to the Conservation Plan. The response is to be sent to Emily Walsh and Matthew Wells at Gloucestershire County Council, and submitted via the ITP planning consultation link, copying in Gina Mann at Gloucester Health Access Centre.

It was also noted that a meeting is to be held with G Mann regarding the potential for a new scheduled bus route around the town, and that the capacity of the Robin bus service is to be looked at, with a view to implementation around October.
Cllr M Cox to send an update.



13. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects re FoDDC Local Plan and make recommendations as necessary
a) Conservation Hub: 
The Chair displayed the report on screen for members to view. It was stated that the Conservation Hub is a new interactive tool, developed in partnership between FoDDC, Historic England and consultants LUC, bringing together information on all 27 conservation areas across the district, including detailed Explorer Hubs and Summary Sheets; Coleford is the first Explorer Hub produced. Its recommendations are intended to support the long-term health of conservation areas, with some actions led by the Council and others reliant on local communities and key stakeholders. 

Councillors are to go through the material, which may need a dedicated session bringing together the NDP group and Planning committee.
It was discussed that a list could be compiled of abandoned buildings, derelict sites and other eyesores within the conservation area, to be sent to the relevant authority for action. Urgent Works Notices and Section 215 Notices were discussed as potential mechanisms, with FoDDC noted as the authority able to issue these. A meeting was suggested, bringing together Minnette from FoDDC Enforcement, TIC Coordinator M Smith as current liaison for Coleford traders, and N Choat from GCC Highways, to discuss how to proceed. Connections with GCC are to be made through the NDP link.
M Smith is to send the document link to the Traders' group.

RECOMMENDATION: That all potential partners be made aware of the document, and that the link be circulated to them.

1. To ask FoDDC for a meeting to go through the specifics.
2. To circulate the document to all relevant parties: the NDP group, traders, property owners, and all councillors.

b) See also the NPPF item above.
c) Timescales to be established.

14. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary: 
To be covered under the Full Council meeting; the possibility of masterplanning was raised for consideration.

15. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL: 
The items required by the planners have now been submitted.

16. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
a) Coalway Road access point: See item 8(e) above.
b) State of the Old Guardian Office and enforcement: To refer the matter back to enforcement, in light of the Conservation Area Hub. Inform them of upcoming meeting.
c) Conservation area statement: To wait until after the meeting referenced above; it was agreed that this does need to be done, though it is not yet clear who will lead on it.
d) Section 106 update: An audit meeting is scheduled for the 17th of September, covering an inquiry into Section 106 and the appeals procedure; CTC may attend via the public gallery. 
e) KGV and parking: The possibility of permitted development rights for 20 parking spaces was noted. 

Meeting End: 11.51am.


All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
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